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LEADERS in Porgera are
nothappy with the way the
National Government has

_ ‘ended the state of emers -

gency {SoE) police opera-

tions in the Porgera valley. -

- Frustratéd Jeaders, pub-
'}Jc servants and a handful

of people gathered at the -

Porgera district adminis-
tration block last week
after learning that the SoE
police personnel hadleftin
the morging,

The leaders, public ser-
vants and even the public
were riot happy when they

"heard the news that the
200-0dd policemen and
policewomen had lefi.

The police mobile
squads from Port Moresby
left the previous week
while the ones deployed
from the Highlands region
andotherparts of the coun-

ryleft lastweek.

Porgera council presi-
dent John Pawe said the
mnass withdrawal of police
personnel by the Govern- *
" ment was aslapin the face |
of the pcople of Porgera :

valley. = -
MrPawe seud the pohcc
department and the Gov-
emment should explain to
the leaders and people of
Porgera why the police
personnel were pulled out.
Hesaidleaders and peo-
ple in the valley were very
pleased with the way the
SoE police did their work
and they wanted them to
stay for another year or 5o.
“We thought that the

-SoE was extended for a

year or so after the initial
six-week period lapsed
last month but now the

police are goneand I don’t’

know what we wﬂl do,” he
said.

Paiala- Hewa presuient .
Grigie Don said.the SoE °
. Mr Ipatas must push hard '
“"for the Goverrment to .

stoppedalltnbalﬁghts aunc
all fire: arms were surreii-

 dered and the illegal niin-
- ingactivitiés Stopped. -
ceandharmony :

“Thepe
thatwehadforthalastthree
months will be just like a

drearn,” MrDon said.

The president said he
was very sad when he
heard that the pohccmen
hadleft.

He thought that there
would be an official han-
dover-take-over ceremo-
ny.

The two council presi-
dents called on Member
for Laigaip-Porgera Philip
Kikala, Enga Governor
Peter Ipatas and Police
Minister Sani Rarmbi to

come out and explain why

the police personnel with-

drew
ThcysmerKlka]aand

reinstate the SoE because

~ if they don’t do it, things
would getworse and Porg-
‘eramine might shut down.

The presidents $aid
what the Government,
Barrick PIV "and the

provincial  government .

should have done before
withdrawing the police
was set-up the proposed

permanent police Mobile -

Squad baseatPaiamtown.
Porgera acting district
administrator Mori

Tarume said he was not

. happy with the mass with-

drawalconsideringthelaw
and order situaticn 8n the
groomd,




